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experiential in the individual, is acquired and depend-
ent in the race.*

The attitude of the evolutionary moralist, thus made
clear, will be made clearer still by the following extract
from a letter written many years ago by Mr. Spencer to
Mr. Mill, and subsequently published, in part, in the
Data of Ethics:

"To make my position fully understood, it seems
needful to add that corresponding to the fundamental
propositions of a developed moral science there have
been and still are developing in the race certain fun-
damental moral intuitions; and . that though these
moral intuitions are the results of accumulated expe-
riences of utility, gradually organized and inherited,
they have come to be quite independent of conscious
experience. Just in the same way that I believe the
intuition of space, possessed by any living individual,
to have arisen from organized and consolidated expe-
periences of all antecedent individuals who bequeathed

* It is only just to notice that the claim for an original and
non-derivative moral sense has been very differently interpreted
by different members of the older intuitional school. Kant, for
instance, by far the greatest thinker among them all, distinctly
admits, in his Critique of Practical Reason, that the moral im-
perative, conceived by him as transcendental, is transcendental
only as to form. The content is derived. In other words, it gives
the general sense of duty or obligation; but for our knowledge of
what constitutes right and wrong in any particular case we have
still to go back to experience. This, of course, is a far less gener-
ous demand than that made by the average intuitionist, and, in-
deed, yields half the case to the utilitarian.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